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HEMORANDUM FCRy Chief, ICAPS
iagh. Director for Colleetion and Dissominatien
Aset, Dlregtor for Reperts and Estimates
Asnt, Director Tor Special Operations

BEBJECT: Transliteration and Standardization of Spelling of Fereign
Personsl Nase

1+ e ourrent lack of uniformity in the transliseration of the
nases of individusls froz ecertaln forsign languages into English leads
%o sericus insesursciss in the sollection and evaluation of lntelllgsnce
tafsrmation., The problem is partiemlarly se.te in rogard to the rendli-
sion lubo Boglish of perscnal namee from the Slavie, Far Eastern, Near
Basteyn, and other languages, which have different systens of charsclers,
soripts, alphsbets sta. Standardisatien of transliterstion and spelling
of ssgh foreign place nemes is being estailished by the U. 5. Board of
Geegraphic Wauew, Yut no comparsble goverrmentlunit exlsts for perscnal
nands .

8. It i3 ocbvious that accurste biographle intellligence depends
upon the identification of individuals with thelr correct names, the
filing of 211 informetion on one indlvidusl under one name, and the
stendir@izstion of names for the uee of reporting and ccllecting agensles.
The atiached mererendum froe the (hiof, Rlographic Infermation Divisien,
Bepariment of State to the Chief, Muiw Eroadeast Inforsstion Branch,
61k, 18 » repressatative exenple of the difficulties which arise almost

in this eonnection,

3. The primary concern of blographie intellisence units with the
tization of personal names is recognised, It is, however, of

wital interest to translating agencles; such as Foreign Dosuments Rranch,
wkare it constitwtes s major oparating provlem for both lingulsts and
editors, The dominent interest of Forsign Sroedeast Information Branch,
shich is mot only one of the chief sources of blographic information, but
alsc has the additionsl problem of rendering foreign names fros thelr
phonetic squivalants (a8 heard over the nﬁ 48 indicated %y the altached.
Zash of the shove branches has organised reforente systess for intre-
transh uee, whish work closely with other biegraghic information unita,
tat they are insdequate to desl with the situation,

e In view of this lack of unifermity which ccouwrs even within CIA,
ia the publications snd reports of various offices and branshes, 1t is
saggested that a comittes be formed to consider the problen froz the
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padnt of visw of this agency. The interest of other IAC members in the
gneral subjeet and in sventual proposals for the establishment of an
ipter-agency beard or some other method of Lumproving the situstion is
elearly spparent. The problem 18 nevertheless so complex and has so
meny technical and specialized aspeets that it is thought preferable
to confine the preliminary discussion to the vorking level within CIA.

5. Request your comment and, if this propossl is eonsidered favor-
~ &bly, the nomination of representatives from the appropriate branches
of your office to serve on such a committee,
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PO O MARE T
Assistant Birwﬁer’rer Operations
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